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Abstract

One of the devastating menaces that is bugling in the mind of Nigerian linguist is the status of
Nigerian languages in the context of globalization over the years. There have been loud cries
concerning the underdevelopment of Nigeria indigenous languages in terms of their roles and
functions in human co-existence, enhancement of civilization and national development. The
effects of globalization on Nigerian language(s) on national growth and development cannnt be
underestimated since Language is an important phenomenon in human existence, as it is one of
the vital attributes of the human race. Every society needs language to exist and coexist
economically, politically and socio-culturally. It is such realisation that this work examines the
significance of the Nigerian languages in the context of globalization, the multiplicity nature of the
Nigerian languages and how the Nigerian languages can be enhanced to a global status reflecting the
interrelationship among the concept of language, culture, globalization, and meaning. The outcome
of the findings reveal that non of the Nigerian languages is ready to bend for the other. Based on this,
conclusion and recommendations were made for further studies.

Introduction

Language, culture and globalization are indivisible entities. Language is like a big

tree with a shade under which the society exists. Language is at the centre of

human life because it is the bond that ties members of a speech community

together in continuing interrelationship. Fakeye (2001) opines that language is a

vehicle of communication and prevalent common instruments among human

beings and Nigerian languages are not exception. Lawal (2009) explains that
language is a tool through which a community, or sub-culture interacts ::md attains
meaningful communication with regard to their common experience and
expectation. It equally leads people and peoples from instinct to inspiration,
through variegated processes and systems of enquiry, common and controlled; it
creates a pool of ideas, strengthens the feeling of togetherness through exchange
of messages, and translates thought into action. Olajide (199§) looks at it from a
more practical perspective and concludes that a society without the means of
effective communication is not in full existence. So, human existence and
development largely depend on the existence and development of language for
communication. In a nutshell, language, be it in written or in oral form, functions
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ing which Jeads to the “‘sharing of ideas, facts ang

data” (Babatunde, 2005) in (Lawal 2009:14). Any language that does.not make
s z;f vailable anzi accessible for natural communicative \falue (transaction ally or
ﬁlst?eraztion ally) is a dead language. The interrelationship of language, culture,

globalization, and meaning is captured in Figurel.

in the society to convey mean

riables of language, culture, globalization and meaning, is
required to set on fire, direct and determjne 'the functional n?]_ati‘onship among
language, culture, globalization and meaning in the case Of_ ngc?rlan languages.
The qualitative assessments of any language embraced 1ntelhg1b11.1ty and tl?e level
of acceptability of such a language. The above mod.el shows the 1r1terrelrf1t10nship
among language, culture and meaning as indivisible concep.ts. all pointing at
globalization at the centre to determine the level of the acceptability and the wider

coverage of the language.

The interaction of the va

Linguists across the globe agreed that language is an ancient heritage of human
race which is universal, meaning that language is common to all human beings,
functions and exists across the globe. This is affirmed by Babatunde

(2005),0lajide  (1998,2002), Akinjobi (2002) and Lawal(2009). Language,

particularly in its spoken form is as old as mankind, and it has been firmly

established that there are very many languages being spoken in the world today.

Illiyas (2004:7) has this to say:

: It is believed that more than five thousand languages are spoken in the
world today. The knowledge and use of language therefore, is a
phenomenon which is common to the experience of every normal human

‘being in his or her ability and capability to distinguish his or her use of

~ language phonologically, syntactically and lexicon-semantically.

- InSpite of this multiplicity of languages, the fact is that languages have similar

| - ‘;‘ﬂm‘?&;ﬂstlcs GIobal.ly, cvery languagg isf systematic and unique tha}t is, a system
- mOrpholl(l)ltS operation at all_ linguistic levels, i.e. phonologlcaln (sound),
- e (g):sal (word), grammat}cal (sentence), and semantically (meanlng)_. Any
system or:;rer who has acquired knowledge of a language, has internalized
human Tang, ;S-_j\t’l_lat.relatc sound to meaning in a particular way. Symbohcally(i
_ letteﬁfgﬁa{ﬁm{g; 1Sh1gh1y representational and unique. The sequence of sound lzms
- conventiong]), apossess meaning. Meaning emerges when a group of spea 6ft
- --Cons.idéfihéfdﬁfg-re?;,?n what the symbols, spoken or written, should represett
~ languages: "8 symbols for the English word “come” in selected Nigeriat
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language, amop, other thi oy
. : ; ’ Ings, -
with market women, £0ss1p with friend b &S, 1o Interact

; S, contract and discuss relj 1ously. It is a-
tool of intellectual purpose as the mediy glously. It is a.

e m of instruction at aJ] levels of education. .
etc. Aygde_!l (2006) sees language in 1 Specific context as habits of

culture that shows the uniqueness of a particular language, compared to other
languages. Pragmatically, since language is social, the nature and form of each
language reflects social requirements of the society that uses it, and there is no
standard for judging the effectiveness of a language other than to estimate its
success in achieving proportionally the social tasks that are demanded of it.
Looking at the dynamic nature of human language, (i.e. subjc?ct to cl?ange_ from
culture to culture), the fact that language is subject' to c':hange is a justification of
the saying by Ogunleye (2008) that there are no primitive and corruptl ;znﬁl;aic;
Languages change, but they do not .deca)'/. fAt any time a?d stage; i'iI'hi nga;;f, 5
adequate to its functional purpose since it is a produqt Ollct IimgS e
slow, but inevitable, except, which is not possible, if all the sp -
language are dead. |

: oes the user of such
miiage: vaies fromaitureito culturej an'dntthc?:sllllfl:?i;g in the use of body
language(s) face are p roblem:of Commumcﬁ;l;) bagsis for social action and plays a
anguage. S ] SOCIaI- e Lo ooperation. Thus, language 15 part of
e e mter-—grOUPdC 20%5) Over the years, British C‘}ltlli
Culture .and part of the social norms (David, e customs and traditions in nger;—
i lifestyle have continually sotetE loc§ dicenous languages as the Img“is
due to the problem of choosing one & th;il:erliin society. Sl‘j’okﬁr,l -laflguageafe
franca due to multilingual nature of the ond human imaginations
Unconsciously exhibited and functions becbé el
formed instantly in the customers’ O recs

: ' h
8estures, and facial expressions C_Qllll.d




The gesture of approval when we meet people
;1 that of disapproval reflects the {:IICCCpFablllty and
her and shows the interrelationship between

more effectively and correctly
from our ethnic background an
rejection in that culture or the ot
culture and language.

that captures, among other things, beliefs, way of life,
nguage that are shared among people in a particular
f contemporary English2003:382).. Culture is the
values and beliefs of a societyand it 18 SO broad in its SCOpe_that it 1s feﬂected %n
such things as greeting, eating, showing, feelings‘, dressing, keeping certain
physical distance from others, maintain body hygiene, even the way people
approach and actually carry out their sexuality (Oladosu 2010).

Culture is all encompassing
art, customs, religion and la
society (Longman dictionary O

was coined by Marshal McLuhan, to

The original concept, “global village”, AL -
n telecommunication which

describe “a world closely interconnected by modelj ;
greatly reduces the intellectual cultural and trading isolation formerly caused by

geographical separation” (Oduenyungbo, 2006:5) Globalization 1is, therefore, an
expanded concept from “global village”, making use of the same ideas. According
to Ogunkeye (2006), the general belief about globalization is that it engenders a
symbolic relationship between a county and the rest of the world and opines that
clobalization as what encourages a symbolic relationship in which a country is
influenced by the outside world, and in return, is able to influence other countries
by a way of inter-cult ration through a language. Globalization is “the closer
integration of the countries and the peoples of the world which has been brought
about by the enormous reduction of costs of transportation and communication,
and the breakdown of artificial barriers to the flows of goods, services, capital,
knowledge and (to a lesser extent) people across borders. (Eisenberg & Good all
2004:216). Globalization embraced different definitions at different times by
different scholars in diverse contexts in the academic literature either to describe a
process, a condition, a system, a force and an age (Tunde 2006). Linguists tend to
see globalization as the capacity of a language in an environment as phenomenon
that embraces the increasing in social political, economic, cultural, religion,
educational interaction and integration based on the technological development
that are changing the pattern of humans interaction. Tunde (2006) exemplifies the
following as the characteristics of globalization:

a. Globalization involves the creation of new and the multiplications of
existing social network and activities that increasingly overcome
traditional political economic cultural and geographical boundaries.

b. Globalization is reflected in the expansion and the stretching of social
relation activities and inter-independencies
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c. Globalization involves the intensification and acceleration of social
exchanges and activities and o

d. Globa_lization processes also involves the subjective plane of human".
CONSCciousness. | -
Streger (2003) views globalization as what is based on neo-liberal capitalism
which carries with it the classical system of beliefs upon which neo-liberal
Capitalism is built and pointed out the following as some of the prominent parts:
1 Globalization is about liberalization and global integration of markeés
II.  Globalization is reversible and irreversible
Il. Nobody is in charge of globalization
V. Globalization benefit every one
V. Globalization furthers the spread of democracy in the world.

Serah and John (2011) link these beliefs on globalization with what history
teaches Africans to be powerful individuals, powerful communities and how
powerful nation or nations should always guess to control less powerful individual
communities and nations and further advocates for modern ICT of radio TV, and
film to moderate oral communication. Musa (2011) observes that to survive in
live, is to live quality life and participate meaningfully in politics, enjoy economic
faimess and be socially acceptable and, have personal satisfaction/fulfillment as
an individual and as a nation. When it comes to dissemination of information,

these are done through media and the less privilege 0nes feel marginalized

because of their in ability to avoid buying TV and radio. Musa (2011) reveals that
e statistics of specialists

Nigeria constitutes 5% of the world illiterate going by the sta eciall
in each area of educational endeaviour. To enhance globalization and participation

in national development, the people could be made literate and educated so that
they can be well informed.

no ht
Serah and John (2011) affirm that written text as means of trailsirglr}; c;h;:fns
and information is highly efficient but speech should be the most P

: er of illiterates
of human communication because of the percentage of the numb

who cannot read or write. For Nigerian
globalization and enhance national
intelligibility, the country should take full adVamtas™ & “Gioeria Janguages and

ICT to develop oral communication among NS¥ ™ il - digenous
. d use of the

there should be a drive in promotl’ﬂc. . the wide spred

~ languages. This will go a long Wé ;developmc“t’
Nigel‘ian 1anguages and greatel‘ nathna ; o




. .2 (2006) observes that globalization pog;

Sager (1994) I?inrfﬁir::iac aﬁ:biihl anfl further stresses the importance:p of
challenggs t_tO andc information technology having greater impact on language
Comn?umc“:l 13; able of putting their survival at risk.-The 81.0bal bodies that have
(fior'rifqtl;teiln Iolilization are the World Bank, the International Monetary Fung
(?1(\:/}1;) and %he World Trade Organization (WTO). F o eritiedl, examination, of
the third world countries, focus seems to be only on

i t of globalization on ; : :
:22 1213)?; mjcg disadvantages of the concept. Tanda and Chia (2006) identify

factors militating against indigenous language becoming a global language as
language shift, emigration of youths, mllxed marriages, Crmergence Of. lingua-
franca, cultural assimilation, globalization and poverty, globalization and
protection of and minority languages, globalization and language protection,
current directions of linguistit research, attitude and language loyalty, electronic
technology, language development and all their devastating effect on the minority
languages. The minority languages in the third world are being gradually wiped
out by the globalization of English. In these circumstances, the third world is
equally at the receiving end linguistically as the African languages and Nigerian

languages in particular are facing global challenges.

The conventional acceptability of people on a language to be use determines the
values of that language and the position of the users of the language add more
flesh to the bone of the concepts of language, culture, globalization and the
meaning the language would offered the society. The global acceptability of a
language also determines the position of language in a given society. All
languages are intelligible and meaningful before the users. Meaning in this
context is about the roles via the position the language is occupying in the society.
Igboanusi and Ohia (2001) in Isah and Salihu (2011) see language as the most
practicable and acceptable tool for inter-ethnic interaction in a multi-ethnic
society like Nigeria.

Ngw Trend in The Development and Globalization of Nigerian Languages

ngenan starts on a good note in 1960 as a nation with high hopes of national
deve}opment. Different commissions were put in place towards the actualization
of t.hu; remarkable vision and mission. The Nigeria education programs were seen
as instrument par-excellence for effective and effecting national development
(NPE2004). The concept of development is very broad and multi-faceted which
embracgd among other things the quality of available human resources, education,
economuc, social, scientific, and technological, industrial, political, cultural and
lapgugge’deyebpmem (Musa 2011:2). Musa’s ﬁndinos’about thf; three major
Nigerian indigenous languages reveal that there are sig;ificant ethnic differences
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in motive orientations and pointed out that the
achievement motivation followed by Yorubas and the
The Yorubas were highest in affiliation motive while

in and compliance pewer motivation. Nigeria is ranked in the same category as
Brazil, Malaysia and Indian in the early 1960s as emerging nations I%eafgin's
towards development status. The progress assessment reveals that the differenceg
or gap is highly enormous in term of globalization of indigenous language. Most'
African languages, Nigerian languages in particular, were developed by the
European authorities starting from orthographies, coining terms, compilation of
dictionaries and grammars, translation of books (Bible) and Arabic Quran in
Nigerian languages. This is an essential component of the effort of the British to

empower Nigerian languages. This legacy rendered most of the Nigerian
languages completely impotent.

Ibos are ranked first in
n the Hausas in that order,
the Hausas are ranked first

Birgit Brock-Utne (2000) points to the invalidation of African languages and
tagged them as handicaps rather than been resources oriented and further affirms
that the uses of African languages are restricted to Africa environments when
compared to that of the European languages, their respectability of conveyor of
important issues bring know prestige and their knowledge of high status is in
question. These and other reasons responsible for Nigeria as a nation gsing
English language as the primary language in all facets of human endeaviours
including education. Musa (2011) gives some tips on how to “unlock language
forts” thus:

By enabling the knowledge contained in Engli_Sh and f)ther : anguiges ;On?;gzﬁf
available to a wider population in Africa by Usmg_Afrlca“ lgngu:bzig ultimately
reproducing this knowledge for creating, encoding, sustlalg:‘;c,and o
transmitting indigenous knowledge, the cultural knowledg

behavior to the society.

2 : T trend, much of the

i Nigstin lénguages G B devalll:il;g sl;falued in like manner.
. : (o4 1

indigenous knowledge contained in these language 011) to point out that

I motivates Musa (2 ) bt
his and other reasons maybe are whatl r?it,l]\;at:nd e SpNsin
i 1 anning
the use of English language in the P mplem
o

S jgerian
b retation in Niger
of their 1nterp dfsuse of
5 d the problem ces of the di
educational programmes and ace. One of the consequen® J1 coals is the
languages is responsible for this menace. b CoUELs educational g0a e
these Nigeri Janguages in actualizing the & ather than contributors d
¢se Nigerian languag lanouages as receivel rdthe' issue of multipticity a1
" . . o rlan = " b 5 s
]1:2:\2? rgng O(lgoll\hgcl(:)ball}’ (anline, 2001:13). O°
cdge p

05) opin€
Mutual intelligibility, Babatunde (20




e the efforts are on going toward the

.o into cluster sinc Sl i
grouping 1 d the standardization of Nigerjy,

italizing and )
gaplializing f their orthographies an

harmonization O
languages.

Ll f Nigerian Languages
balization Problems o > r;g Africa, is faced with the problem of choosing 2

: i Itilingual/multicultural nature. The colonjg]
natxoqal Ianhg;aﬁﬂziifif ihl:;s 121»3 dev§0pment of Nigerian languages which
E)r(gsgl?tn zsout the use of English as official language in Nigeria. English language
has been accepted world wide as a medium pf wider communication, filther as
first, second or foreign language in many co_n.tments of the world. II} Afr‘lca, even
countries not originally colonized by the British have adopted English elthe.r as a
second language or as a foreign language (Musa, 2006). A good example 1S our
next door neighbors Cameroon. English is used side by side Frepch and Arab.lc as
second languages, the language of their colonial masters. 'Enghsh play§ a highly
dynamic role in Nigeria and provides a tool for the cohesion of educational elite
from different indigenous language groups as it is making for increased mobility
of skill within the nation across tribal boundaries. In spite of all these numerous
advantages, the phenomenon has remained an issue of worry and concern in the
society as it is affecting the globalization of Nigerian languages. English has come
to compound and increase the globalization problems of Nigerian languages not
just by adding to the linguistic pattern of Nigerian Languages, but a new
dimension of complexity. It has equally, beyond reasonable doubt, affected
economic, political and socio-cultural development. David, (2005) is of the view
that continuous retention and promotion of English inhibits the growth and
development of Nigeria’s local languages and culture and in turn, affects their
globalization status.

Glo :
Nigeria, like most countrie

Another scholar, Olajide (2002) feels that English has helped to unify as an
integrative force; put off the fear of domination among the various ethnic groups.
Bgt, d.espite all these identifiable values attached to the use of English language in
Nigeria as official or lingual-franca, the language is still generating numerous
- problems to Nigerians and Nigeria languages. The need for the effective
development of the country’s languages in consonant with the global political,
economic, and cultural trends can only be actualized through concerted effort of
both the government and the Nigerian populace. Effective national development is

national _language dilc?mma S0 as to foster national cohesion and unity, and
enhance international Interaction. Zaline (2006) opines that 30% of the world's
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languages are spoken in Africa. He further ideni SOl e G
with only 18% users in Europe. S5 e fverwo hundred hﬂgﬂages |

The problem of using African languages as 2 medium

4 b . . N Of _... .. o . :
“educational institutions is the multiplicity nature of Africa Instruction in our

languages. Since the

language of education is very difficult because of its aftermath problems such as
general acceptability and ethnic rivalries etc. The position of English Iangtiége-
today in Nigeria was not influenced by any of the ethnic groups as the language
found its way into Nigeria society through religion motive. But what has been the
cost of this alleged neutrality? '

1. The history of Nigerian languages

2. The relationship between Nigerian languages and globalization.

In fact, by history, the most valuable resources African continent has contributed
to the Western world is over 70 million human beings who were ripped from its
womb, shipped to the western world, and sold as a source free labor (Zaline,
2006). Zaline (2006) further talks of how African languages and Nigeria in
particular are taught in Nigeria universities for academic credit alone. The very
fact that these Nigeria languages are being taught at all level of educatic_m d.of'-:s-qot
grant them levels of responsibility and respectability, as it increa§es t‘heu' visibility
beyond the Africa continent. The colonial legacy has rendered Nigerian languz{ges
impotent in almost all the African countries. Brgck-ptne (2000) and -Bn_ght
(2000), in Zaline (2006), point to the invalidity of ngqrxan l_angpages by viewing
them as handicaps rather than being resources. While Nigeria languages are

uchout African countries than the European languages,
. are highly insignificant and of less

tion. This is because the country is

spoken more widely thro T
their respectability and responsibility

I e, high status knowledge is in questiol : t'
‘:t]i]llljpfrats::i: Withg the dilemma of selecting an. indigenous language that will foster

i i the diverse linguistic
i ic i i ltural integration among :

- omic interaction and cu e ra Y S
Z(r)l((:ilcc):l;isfflal elements in the geo-polltlcal ?Htltles andth::ltt trl;i sstaifrican cl())untries
national unity. This is manifested clearly 1n 'the fac;t ?1 B A
i t séa the English language as the primary languag
continue to u

: . ic as well
- i tional interaction, economic a:
national and nterna ines that lack of use
sBaae Oflgovfl;xnsr;:?tt,of their life. Martha (2003)(p.47) opines t
as social-cultura

locked and lost away as the USEL 2




e of the indigenous knowledge occurreq

< fashioned by the Europeans in their
m of Nigerian languages. One

One of the ways in which the loss of som

was through formal education which wa

' i i the written for
es and their interpretation of _ : :
:)afnt%ll;aisults of the disuse of Nigerian languages in education and in other aspects

of human endeavors is that they lost their knowledge values in term of

international acceptability, accessibility and in.telligibility-. Kahombo (1980), a
: director of the former OAU Bureau of African countries, points out that the
i | derdeveloped 1n scientific and technical expression

African languages ar¢ un e ressi
because of ﬁle othnic hostilities and geocentricisi. Also, non of these. ngerlan
languages embraced political neutrality and the capacity of surviving the

challenges of globalization. For a Ianguage to assume a ngbal status, it must .be
capable of functioning around the following contextual variables globa!ly: $S0Cio-
political, ~psychological, administrative, ~governmental, econormcal_ and
educational. What it means is that the language must be used as a medium of
communication in all sorts of communicative contexts and for many different

purposes. In view of all these catalogue of problems identiﬁal?le with all Africa
languages, Nigeria in particular, and the emergence of English language as a
internationally acceptable, accessible, and intelligible language in all human
endeaviours, becomes the national language in Nigeria. The language, beyond
reasonable doubt, brings the whole world together in a hall.

The way forward _
The use of English language in Nigeria for national and international purposes is

constantly threaten to choke and completely strangulate the most dynamic and
foresighted of language planning in Nigeria (Adegbija, 1991).Thus, the extreme
points on globalization problem of Nigerian Languages are communication gap
and lack of ability to effectively bring people of diverse ethnic groups together in
allpeaceful atmosphere which gives English language the opportunity above
Nigerian languages in Nigeria. And, Illiyas (2004) agrees with this and submits
that this is the situation of English language today in most parts of the world. He
‘furth.er describes English language as the worldwide lingua-franca. Globally,
English has gained a dominant role in the world politics, business negotiations,
_qultur:zll .and scientific conferences, workshops, symposia and international
Orgamza_tlons, where ever members of smaller, exotic, less commonly taught
language. speakers like Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo have occasion to talk to members
_Zilafg(‘i’«_ laﬂgulage. Cf)m_munities,,they.were compelled to communicate in English.

- tc;:)r ing to Ak1nJob1_(2002), English language seems set to take over the wor'ld
; (30 Og)cg;irjzsotigtlealtgem){ first century and become the global language. Sherllif
, ‘ ost in all countries of the world, English is used as 4 first,

sec : i
_second, or as a forelgn language performing different functions. More notable 15
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the increase in the international

language as the dominant language o
- (Momorodion, 2002).

lish la -
]SEtI;lgv es - e?il(l;%-: ;I’lhelefrl;tsugle speakers. of global English are bowever employed to
( g S€lves to enjoy the freedom of being able to bend and
shape English language in order to reflect correctly their life experience. This
freedom does not advocate that teachers of English be more liberal in. their
acceptanc.e of what constitutes correct usage, nor does this liberty aim at
encouraging laxity or incompetence in the use of English. Instead, the proposal

aims to bring newness into the world by infusing linguistic creativity through
various linguistic and cultural experiences.

The ideal Nigerian speaker of global English should only be desired to be able to
use or achieve international intelligibility and national acceptability in his use of
English. But aiming to learn to speak like an English man should be far from part
of his goals.

Conclusion Hee
So far, literature has revealed that due to aforementioned problems of

globalization of Nigerian languages, English as a matter of policy in Nige.ria 1.133
absorbed all Nigerian languages and is learnt for occupatlona}l and communication
needs. Teachers and learners of English should therefore. strive for equlhbnum of
language, culture, literature and occupation.; apply to ngerlan Er;gpsh lanilgig
teaching context since it is true that Nigerian culture is already being proj

through the use of English as a key player, in shaping glopali;ation as mtl:Ch fas it
is being shaped by it. The global dimension of English demands therefore,

| i ' tries be
requires that some aspects of the cultures of major native English coun »

learnt along with their varieties.

e TEi
o
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