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INTRODUCTION

orality, a philosophically controversial phenomenon has

been the target of Islamic education in the early childhood

age. A wise statement traced to one of the early Islamic
scholars, Hassan Al-Basary, states that: “Al'ilmu fis-sigari kannaqshi
fil-hajari wal “ilmu fil kibari kan nagshi fil maai” meaning that a
knowledge acquired at the infancy is like a scribe on the stone and
knowledge at the old age is like writing on the water (Al-Kharaashy,
www.shamilah.com). This been among the reasons why Islam
considered early childhood period the most sensitive stage of life,
and education, which includes morality in that stage, the ultimate
focus of Islam. Morality otherwise known to Islam as géod conduct
or behavior has been considered by the prophet to be the basis of
faith and the reason for his holy mission. The prophet (peace and
blessing of Allah be with him) was reported to have said that:
“Akmalul mu'minina iimaanan ahsanuhum khulgan” that is, ‘fsur‘él'y
the best among the believing Muslims is the best in moral ¢
(Asha-Shawkaany, www.shamilah.com)”. He was also report
Abu Hurayrah to have said:”Buithtu liutammima '-ma; K
akhlaaq” meaning, “l am sent to complete the best
conduct”  (Al-Bayhaqy, www.shamilah.com). Islam :
recognizes various stages in childhood and presc
standard for the basic components of morality in ¢
education. As of today, there are few resear
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of morality and its implication on early childhood education. -
Morality :an therefoIrJe be said to represent an act of distinguishing betv-veen wrong ando S";i::
human behaviours. Every human being, irrespective of race, tribe or class, is exp'ected top 't
acceptable behaviours in line with norms and values of such an individual’s society. Eacl? soclety
attaches serious importance to this concept. Eitner formally or informally, moral education plays
significant roles in psychological and social development of human races. It shapes and reshapes
behaviours of an individual to conform with the socially acceptable norms and values. It checks out
the undesirable act of an individual and encourages its replacement with the desirable ones
(Encarta, 2009, Hornby, 2011, Devine, n. d. and Early Childhood, 2011). There are spheres in which
the moral education can take place.
Devine (n. d.) identifies some responsible spheres on the issue of moral education. The spheres
include home, school, worshipping places (church and mosque), club among other organizations
and functional groups in the society. He concludes with reference to Wilson in Wilson et al, 1967,
p.132 thus: “Teachers and parents should confront the child with their own moral codes in a very
clear and definite manner so that, whether he accepts or rejects a code, at least he knows what he
is accepting or rejecting” (Devine, n. d.: 2). It could be derived from that quotation that a child’s
potentiality needs to be equipped with teachings of those necessary norms and values to clarify
his subconscious state of the mind. This therefore requires acquisition of knowledge and skills at
the earlier stage of the childhood.
Early Childhood Education (ECE) is the same as the Early Childhood Care Development and
Educa’fion (ECCDE) in Nigeria (FGN, 2013). The ECCDE is that formal instruction and care given to
the children between ages zero to four. It is established to take care of those children within the
range that age group while their parents busy are at work. It could therefore be referr d
home-to-school level. This stage is recognized 3¢ part of the pre-school cat e. to as
kindergarten, which is now statutorily included ag part of g-year Basic Educati egory Illfe 1Ehe'
10-years Basic Education The extant Nationga] Policy on Education (NPE) on (BE), makmg ita
states that

Education, to be provided by Government Basic |

. , Shall s : ' BT i
comprises: be free, compulsory, universal and qualitative, and

J 1 year of Kindergarten e

° 6 years of Primary

o 3 years of Junior Secondary Education (FGN, 2013: 18).”
‘ ; ') 0 .




e ltfurther E?x-p'l‘ilcﬁates‘the Nigerian Easic Education stru cture as ir

Table 1: Nigerian Basic Education Structure (NBES)

SIN | Educational Level/Category Age Range (Y

1 Early Child Care mand 0-4 Calin
Education

! Baslc Educatioh it : 5:15

(a) Kindergarten 5-6

(b) Primary Education 6-12

(c) Junior Secondary Schoo| 12-15

Source: Modified from the National Policy on Education 6 edition FGN (2013)

Based on the contents of table one, the Early Childhood Education or Early Child Care Development
and Education has been recognized as required level before the Basic Education. These are the
ages when individual is regarded as child depending on the parents. This is a tender age period
during which every child mostly requires the parental guidance and security. As a child gains
growth and development (mentally, emotionally and physically) to conduct some of the life affairs,
there is need for psycho-social guides. |f proper and adequate moral education has not been
instilled in him, there is tendency for the child to fall into wrong step conclusion. Such a child is
would be of those sharing experiences of corrupt peer-groups. The repercussion of it is the outrage
of various acts of corruption and vices in the society, hence the need for Morality in the in the Early

Childhood Education. In this paper, Early Childhood Education (ECE) would be interchangeably Bl
used with Early Childhood Care Development and Education (ECCDE). A é

This research therefore sought answers to the following questions: e
. Whatis Morality in Early Childhood? it
2. Whatis the Importance of Morality in Early Childhood Education in the light of Islam?

LITERATURE REVIEW
The following sub-headings constitute the related literature reviewed in respect of this work:
a- The Concept of Morality
b- Early Childhood Care Development and Education in Nigerian

The Concept of Morality YT
The word morality can be described as the principles (s) or standard of good or wrong beh
Itis also referred to as the degree or level of extent of desirable and undesirability of s
or somebody based on public or private matters (Hornby 2006 and Encarta, 2009). |
described as the view of people about what is right or wrong, including their behaviou:
about how they should behave (Early Education, 2011). The Stanford Encyclop:

views morality in two distinctive ways, namely: R

() A descriptive term referring to some codes of conduct followed "
others groups like a religion or 5
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(b) A normative term pointing to a code of conduct that would be followed by all rational

personal based on a specified condition.

As an Important member of a soclety born tod responsible family, every child deserves necessary
training and education to enable him fit into the society. There are numerous norms and values
required of every individual for various life needs. These moral norms and values are acquirable at
various places, but start from individual family home. UNICEF (2006) stated that every child has

the right to the best possible start in life.

Early Childhood Education
The UNICEF (2006) asserts that early childhood phase is from birth to nine years of age in the
human life cycle. It further explains that best start of life could be offered to the children by

ensuring them:

- Good Health.
2 Proper Nutrition and
3. Early Learning.

It is explicable that assurance of necessary needs for child’s health, development, psychosocial
status among other necessities should be paramount. The children need proper care and attention
at this stage, because, researches have shown that the very critical early childhood period is
between birth and seven years of age. The criticality of the stage is related to their rapid growth
and development physically, mentally, emotionally, socially and morally (UNICEF, 2006 and Devine
n.d.). This is a period of acquiring lifelong learning fast and effectively in terms of acquiring literacy
and numeracy concepts and skills. The early years of childhood requires a lot of “passing on values”
(UNICEF, p.14) that are essential for instilling love of societal peace, prosperity and democracy in
the child. This is the major aspect of morality learning expected of the children. The Federal
Government of Nigeria has realized these facts and includes the Early Child Care Development and
Education in the current National Police on Education (F.G.N, 2013).

In Nigeria, Early Childhood Education is encompassed by the Basic Education, which is designed for
the children of age zero-15 years. The Early Childhood Education is specifically meant for the
children aged o-4 years in the Nigeria Education System. It is authorized to be fully handled by the
private bodies and soc.ial development services 3 daycare or créches (FGN 2013 P.17), It is also
referrec'l to a:s Early'Chlldhood C.are, Development and Education (ECCDE). It promotes the Care
protection stimulation and learning in “Children from Age 0-4 Years In a créche or nursery” (P.18)i

Based on the extant National Policy opn ; e
ducati NPE), eight specific i
highlighted for the ECCDE. The purpose ind”des.atlon (NPE), eight sp purpose items are

1. Effecting smooth transition of child from th
2. Preparing the child for the Primary Educati
3. Instilling in child social and moral normg and
4.Inculcating the spirit of enqui ; Valyes.

envir‘onmenf, art, r:usic and?::ler);:nd Creativity i, the child through discovery of nature, the
5. Providing adequate care, Supervi:i;);: toys, relies among other instructional materials,
work. and Securjity for the children while their parents are at

e home to the school.
on leyel.




(FGN, 2013 P.19).

=K

Goljashy alorEne a0r RIS Items, the ECCDE requires c_ollabo'rat‘i':\é

and the Government. To aid the realization of this Home- to- school developme
parents have to provide some Basic needs sych as:

i Adequate feeding.
5 ; Regu]ar Health Care PrOViSiOH.
3, Exemplary Moral Behaviours,

On the part of Government, the purpose could be achieved through adequate provision of
necessary resources and facilities. Effective mplementation of the programme depends much on
the varied roles of the Governments and efforts of the community and private individuals\
organizations.

The summary of the purpose of the Nigerian Early childhood Care and Development Education
(ECCDE) is to inculcate in the child the exemplary Morality through adequate care and security in'a
formal setting. Itis to build upon the home morality already acquired by the child through imitation
of the parents, elders, playgroups among other members of the community. The ECCDE Centers
would reshape the child and secure him\her along line the desirable morality using -play-way
methods and adequate instructional and learning facilities and resources.

ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE ON MORALITY IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Child is referred to by the Qur’an as Tiflu or Sabiyu or Walad as contained in Suratul- Hajj “thuma
hukhrijukm tiflan” meaning, then We bring you out as infants (Suratul Hajj: Verse 5), and as
contained in Suratu Maryam: “kaefa nukalimu man kaana film ah’adi sabiyyan” How can we talk
to one who is a child in the cradle?( Suratu Maryam: verse2g). Qur'an also says in Suratul Israi’ “wa
qul hamdulilahil athi lam yatakhith waladan” And say: “All praise and thanks are Allah’s who has

not begotten a son (or offspring)...."”(Suratul isra'l, verse 111). Allah described various stages of
human span in the holy Qura'n in Suratul- Haijj, verse 5

“O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, then verily, We have
created you (i.e Adam) from dust, then from a Nutfah (mixed drops of male and
female sexual discharge i.e the o’rfspfing of Adam) then from a clot ( a piece of
thick coagulated blood) then from 2 little lump of flesh —some formed and some
unformed ( as in the case of MISCATage)- that We may make (it) clear to you (l.e
to show you Our power and ABIlity 0 do what We will) And we cause whom We
will to remain in the womb for @M dppointed term, then We bring you out as
infants, (then give you growth) that YoUmay reach yo age of full strength, And
among you there is he who s BroYBNt back to the miserable old age, so that he
knows nothing after having known: e "

Mention is made in the above verse about ¥arous st

in Chi|dho

: st ges of pre-natal and post
IS due to how important is moral education’ 2

od.AsimiIitude‘tQ-t gsel




 follows:

lassification of childhood aﬁcording to Amb‘iiéﬁl‘éfﬁl‘f"-'o’n, which ca

‘e womb(pre-natal stage) he is been i:alled in Arabic Jar

5 As much as a child is in th

2 When born he is called Waliid

3" From day o to day 7 is called Sadiig

4. When started feeding on milk is called Rdf‘"

5. When he completed milking (nursing) he IS called Fatiim :
6. When he is no more feeling the miking is called Jahuush (Athaalabiy,
http://www.alwarraq.com)

According to Ibn Siina, a renowned [slamic Philosopher, childhood is classified into the following

categories:

1 Sinnu Tufuulah: when the child’s ability is yet to resist walking and standing.

2. Sinnu sabaa: after the child is able to stand and before he is strong enough but has
not grown milk tooth. ;

3. Sinnu tara'ru': after growing milk tooth and before Adolescent age

4. Sinnul murahaqah: adolescent age (Hasan:1982)

There are divergent opinions of Islamic philosophers on the actual meaning of Morality (Al-Akhulq)
in [slam. Al Akhulg which is otherwise known as Morality is a combination of three Arabic letters
& -J -€, which is literarily used for natural habit or behavior, and usually represents the spiritual
picture of human being.

Technically, Morality is define by Ibn Mushkawaei to mean “a state of mind that calls for its actions
without thinking or pondering”(Qar’ush, et al, 1999,p.17)

Al- Gazali define Morality as “a stable picture in human mind that calls for its actions with ease and
without thinking or pondering”(Al-Gazali, 2003, vol.3 p.7).

It is clear from the technical definitions given above to Morality that Morality is not just actions
without a root, rather actions that come from a stable and determined mind.

Itis obvious from the Islamic concept of Morality that Morality in Islam is clearly different from the
Encyclopedia meaning of it, in the sense that Islam looks at the root cause of any action, while

others con.sider either the action itself, standard set for such action, the degree or level of extent
of such action, or the view of People about the action

The importance of early childhood moralit
positive change, can be traced to the ofal
blessing of Allah be upon him) where he
meaning: be careful in selection of the ap
reflects. The prophet further says: “addibyy
your children on three characters (

Y In Islamic perspective and how it reflects in social
tradition of the holy prophet Muhammad (peace and
Says: “Takhyyaruu linutfikum, fainnal “irdi dassaas”,
Propriate womb to place your semen, for character
AWladakum ‘alaa thalathati khisolin”, that is, educate

A
bdul Rahman,2004, p.14). To carry out this responsibility

ality i
Numerous methods were adopted ;ty " the Early Childhood Education :
childhood, which serve 35 basis for Y Islam in introducing and promoting morality at reérrly:--“}
educators Such as parents, guardians, teachers a'nd- to




among other stakeholders in the positi
guide against any spirit of violent such a ] ‘ .
The methods are recommended according to the nature and. dvanc
Even before the child’s birth, Islam has provided some measures,;;\'m‘@

'ﬂﬂ.

pre-natal measures.

Pre-natal measures and Islamic Moral Values e
|slam attached importance to the morality of a child yet to be born, through qrient_
on selection of a proper land to plant his marital seed. This is contained in the proj
given earlier “be careful in selection of the appropriate womb to place your semen, f.q,'
reflects”. This would fast-track any educational steps taken by the parents to plants_the“
morality in the younger child inany subsequent stages which will positively transformhis cha
For a moral child to be born an invocatory advice was given by the prophet that when it is time Tor
both couples to have sexual cohabitation, they should seek refuge in the name of Allah from the -
accursed Satan by saying: “Allahummah jannibna-sh-shaitana wajannibi-sh-shaitana ma
razagtanda”, meaning: «Oh Allah distance me from Satan and distance Satan from whatever you
blessed us with” (Al—Bukhaari, 1422 A. H.).Islam considered Satan the source of all evil deeds and
by reciting this supplication, it is hoped that guide will be against any negative spiritual force that
can prevail in the moral status of the yet to be born child. Ibn Siina made the following
precautionary suggestions expected of a pregnant woman with respect to her caring for the
embryo.
Ibn Siina, an eleventh century Muslim philosopher, who memorized the whole of Al-Quran within

the age of ten and died in the year 1037, analogically derived the precautions to be taken by the

pregnant woman as follows:

1- Undergoing a moderate exercise |

2- Avoiding excessive bathing (bathroom should be like prohibition for her during
pregnancy) -

3- Avoiding excessive movement, kneeling down, spanking, jumping and over feeding.

4- Avoiding negative emotional actions such as annoyance sadness and sorrow among
others, e

5 Ensuring extraordinary health care for the pregnant during the 1% month th.raﬁ

worming and quality nutrition (Uthman, 1982, P. 81-82).
Ibn Siina generally described the development of embryo in the womb as a fruit on the tree,
the fear is for the fruit not to fall from the tree, It is clear from the view of Ibn Siina that
conscious of the importance of pre-measure for the physical and moral uPrigﬁtnéss-'-‘
Apart from those prenatal measures, there are many other postnatal measures, v hl,g.
introduced to ensure strong foundation for child’s moral development from bi ;

Postnatal Measure and Islamic Moral values :
After a child in born in Islam series of M Uring are taken to ensure
brighter future to him, this includes‘thgfj’g‘«fu?w'ng: B
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‘¢ Reward and penalty measure
e Dialogue/Admonition method.

Morality by Example and Imitation (MEI) _
: i lity, It is through
Islam believes in self-discipline in all aspect of human life as a foundation for morality

self-discipline that the exportation of morality to others can be effective, that is why the bes; mzril
example is expected to starts from the tutor, teacher, parent,,guidance and whoever the burde
of education is shifted upon. Allah says in Suratul-Ahzaab verse 21:

Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad, peace and blessing of Allah

be upon him) you have a good example to follow for him who hopes (for the

meeting with Allah and the Last Day, and remember Allah much”.

At the early child hood either good or bad example from the parent is imitated by the child. Parents
are observed by their children and that is transformed into action negatively or positively. Al-Gazali,
a prominent Islamic educator, asserts that” It is non optional for any child to have an example
whom he imitates and adapt from his good moral conducts in reforming his moral status and
purifying his mind, because good conducts evolves at times from a natural ego and at times from
practicing good moral behaviour and at times through observing and friending morally behaved
people who are good friends and of the best behaving character (AlGazali, nd Vol. 3, p-17)

From Al-Gazali’s view child is mostly affected by both of his parents, because his mind is blank and
can be shaped in either (Negative or Positive) way (Al-Gazali, nd 3/35). Islam therefore considered
observation and imitation as effective means of impacting morality on the child. This could be
inform of television show, radio broadcast, films and performing arts, video, tape recording, image
display, magazines, books and newspapers including internet (Rizg, 2005 p. 61-64). It is therefore
important to morally and positively fashion all these mentioned Channels to challenge any sort of
immorality in our society.

Reward and Penalty Measure (RPM)

Reward can be defined as a thing given in recognition of service, effort or achievement, while
Penalty is a punishment for breaking a law, rule or contract (Hornby,

in order to meet the moral target in the chjld, A
Whenever a child displays any morj| in

: : tegrity, it is advisable to honorab| r
him on doing so by compensating hin, Y reward

With what will make him cheer, he should
; . IS, Contrarily, if at times he deviated (o
immoral i sol
Tl eacci:”m:“;:s fr?m him) once, he should be given a grace of not exposing
e z shourd' beert';ei o €OVersuchan act,... but f he repeats it in the second
the c’hild should be ceaulii - A such an act should be exaggerated and
oned by SaYing: you should never repeat this type of act




Moreover, the holy prophet says: “order'mr <hildren to obsery
(years)and slightly spank them when they are ten years”. That is, they
for not observing the Salaah.

Dialogue/Admonition Methods (DAM) -
Numerous verses of the holy Quran encoyrage dialogue as an educatio
upbringing. It can sometimes be a parent to child initiative (P-Cl) dialogue, and
parent initiative (C-PI) dialogue, all with the aim of moral assertion. As regards t
method, Allah sets early childhood moral standard in the form of parent-child admar
in the Holy Qur’an: o
(13) “And (remember) when Lugman said to his son when he was advising hlmO b
my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily, joining others in worship -
with Allah is a great zulm (wrong) in deed.
(14) And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents. His
mother bore him in weakness and hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his
weaning is in two years - give thanks to Me and to your parents. To Me is the final
destination
(16) O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed,
and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, Allah will bring it
forth. Verily Allah is subtle (in bringing out that grain).
(17) O my son ‘agimis-solaat (perform prayers), enjoin (on people) and al-ma’ruuf
(all that is good), and forbid (people) from al-munkar (all that is heavy and bad),
and bear with patience whatever befalls you, Verily, these are of the important
commandment
(18) And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence
through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant boaster.
(19) And be moderate in your walking and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest
of all voices is the braying of as asses (Suraty| Lugman, Verses 13 to 19.” |

Another dimension of parent-child initiative (P-Cl) in introducing morality in the e ]

education is a dialogue mode like that betWeen Prophet Ibrahim and his son as co

following verses of the holy Qur'an: | B
(101) “So, We gave him (i.e Prophet brahim) the glad tidings of a forb:
(102) And, When he (his son) was 0ld €nough tq ok with him, he sai
| have seen in a dream that | am SIaU8htering you (offering'yauwf,
Allah). So look what you think!” 17
He Said: “O my father! Do that Which yoy r¢ commanded, in
wills), You shall find me of As-Sabirin (the Patient). ;




e e (t the will of A :
S ihen they had both subMUEs=s = t= S iVESNLO ThE Wil O el l/e Te
i e anhis forenead (or on the side of his forehead for

"he had laid him prostra
slaughtering);

' t to him: “O Ibrahim:
E:ggg z’\'/:uc;l;i c’FL:Jh‘illed the dream’” verily, thus do we reward the Muhsiniin

(good-doers)

(106) Verily, that indeed was the manifest trial (Suratus-Soffaat verses 101-106)"
]

It is obvious in those quoted verses that paren'?s should adapt the ethics of dialogue in upbrin.g!ng
their offspring, this will develop the listening Sk'['[ as amode morality and discourage any unjustified
violent and immoral act in the nature of child. This tyPe of dialogue may be initiated by both parents
inform of moral admonition/advice that Wil give parent’s verdicts to the child to reflect upon. The
major difference between the moral dialogue of.t.he Parents and that of the child is presentation
mode, parents are autonomous in their admonltl'on me’thod by maintaining a stand as given in
Suratul-Lugman. Whereas, in case of a talented chIIC!, he is to accompany his admonition dialogue
with gestures of affection and respect as contained in Suratul Maryam verse 42-48: Allah says:

42 “When he (Ibrahim)said to his father: “O my father! Why do you worship
that which hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in anything?
43. O my father! Verily, there has come to me of the knowledge that which

came not to you. So follow me, I will guide you to a straight path.
44. O my Father! Worship not shaitan (Satan). Verily, shaitan (Satan)has been
a rebel against the Most Gracious (Allah).

45. O my father! Verily, | fear lest torment from the Most Gracious (Allah)
should overtake you, so that you become a companion of shaitan (Satan) (in the
hell-fire).”

46. He (the father) said: do you reject my gods, O Ibrahim (Abraham)? If you

stop not (this), | will indeed stene you. So get away from me safely (before |
punish you).”

47. Ibrahim (Abraham) said: peace be on you! | will ask forgiveness of my
Lord for you. Verily, He is to me ever Most Gracious.

Islam-also recommends introduction of play way method in Early Childhood Education as
a mode of impacting morality, The prophet allows Aisha, his wife, Husaein, his grandchild,
and Abu Numeir, a companion of the prophet, 3i| were allowed to play with toys when
the?f were allin childhood stage, even children are not to be disturbed during their playing
penod(/ﬂ.\bdu] R.a.hm?n,2004, P-65-68). The only restriction to this method according to the
pr’ophetl? tradition is that children are not allowed to have out-door play after (Magrib)
the Evening prayer, reason being that it js believed according to Islam that the evening

period is the time when Shaitan (Satan)
. Operates; izi Re
b £ honi i RaEn:;e: in dem806r)ahzmg human being in general
3 ' 0047 p’ !

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDAT
Conclusion

It has been observed from the
responsibility of individyas in
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presentatio
the S0cje

N0fthis paper that Early Childhood Education is a basic
Y. Proper hygiene and health care system should be

s




ge of the chi
strongly supported and recommen e provided for ¢

Childhood. Several measures are prescrit ed by Islam for effective Earl
prenatal measures according to Ibn Sjina include: s
o Spiritual development training With recommended religious invoc it
. Regulated personal hygiene and
. Regular health care system

At the postnatal period, it is primarily the duty of the parents to ensure that desirable b"‘h
are exhibited for the child to imitate from therm, Introduction of dialogue/admonition and rewa
and punishment (as applicable) are very essential as effective methods, which could be a fopt:
by parents, schools, religious group and Child care Centres to instill moral standard and values e
the Early Childhood Education. Islam also considers that play way method could also be adopted 4
for effective introduction of morality in the Early childhood Education. |
The behaviours, which are considered to be of moral standard in value include: Truthfulness, Trust
worthiness, Patience, Respect, Kindness to parents, mercy with each other and one another as
well as obedience among other ethical values are expatiated in the two primary sources of Islamic 1@,‘-.‘
education, which are the Holy Qur’an and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.‘W).‘
All the aforementioned code of moral conducts in Islam have earlier been discussed with particular
references to the Quran and Hadith. The Islamic moral values are therefore applicable to every
Muslim. The Islamic methods and techniques of introducing the morality into the Early Childhood
Education are observed to be globally acceptable. No one (male or female, young or old, child or
parent) is exempted from participating in these morality processes. Below are some
recommendations for enhancing morality in the Early Childhocd Education as provided by Islam.

Recommendations
Based on the previous review of varied literature couple with the Islamic perspective on the = =
importance of morality as a strong foundation of every human development, which starts from the S
Early Childhood, this paper recommends that: '
1. Parents should ensure that they relate (privately and publicly) with their childr
exemplarily in moral behaviours In accordance with acceptable norms and values of
Islamic principles, because they are the primary imitable samples for their children.
0, Government should ensure adequaté Monitoring and evaluation of authorized cen
the Early Childhood Care Developmentand Education (ECCDE). Compromise of th'

aims and goals should not be entertained.

3. Government should ensure that adequate facilitjac and resources are made av
accessible by the stakeholders:

i Religious education should be encolraged o enhance role of moral t:e"
schools especially at the pre-basic andbasic leyelg i
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